Friends of the Old School (FOTOS)

OCTOBER 2008 NEWSLETTER

FOTOS ORGANIZES FOR NON-PROFIT STATUS*Friends of the Old School has elected a Board of Directors and is in the process of applying for non-profit status.  Officers are Kay Demlow, President; Jeannette Noble, Vice-president: Gayle Hughes, Secretary; and Marlys Carter, Treasurer. In addition, Donna Loveland is publicity chair and Carol Berget is development chair.  FOTOS is soliciting funds as well as signatures on petitions to be turned in to the school board.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR* The Hillsboro Argus has printed several letters from the community, both for and against tearing down JB Thomas (the Old School). In addition, two op-ed pieces have appeared, one from publisher emeritus Walter McKinney, and the other from Eugene Zurbrugg, a well known local contractor.  Each asked the Hillsboro School Board to reconsider its decision to demolish Thomas.

A SCHOOL SUCCESS STORY FROM LINCOLN CITY* Several members of FOTOS as well as City of Hillsboro staff traveled to Lincoln City in late Argus to view the old DeLake Elementary School (est 1929), now a community art center owned by the community of Lincoln City and operated by a non-profit group.  Those attending were Mayor Tom Hughes, John Southgate, Hillsboro Economic Development Director, and FOTOS members Kay Demlow, Deborah Clarke, Jeannette Noble, and Gayle Hughes.  We thank the Mayor and City Manager of Lincoln City who showed us that it can be done with collaboration between the city and the school district.

SCHOOL DISTRICT HEARS FROM FOTOS* Kay Demlow and Jeannette Noble spoke to the Hillsboro School Board on Tuesday, September 23, at the Board's regularly scheduled meeting.  Each woman asked the school board to reconsider its decision to raze Thomas.  It is imperative that as many members of the community as possible attend the next board meeting scheduled for Monday, November 3, 7:30 pm at the School District Offices at  NE 48th Place and Brookwood Parkway.  It is not necessary to speak:  your presence speaks for you.

OUR PLAN * FOTOS would like to propose using a portion of the main Thomas building as a community arts center.  As we envision it only the front portion of the school would be saved as well as the small music building to the east of the main building.  Both wings would be removed as would the two gymnasiums.  The art room, auto shop, and  metal shop would also have to be removed.

FOTOS agrees that the campus is no longer viable as a school.  Its location is nowhere near the students it serves.  The original campus was built to accommodate grades 9-12 rather than grades 6-8 which it served last year.  According to the assessment by Mahlun Architects funded by the school district, Thomas was given a score of 44 for use as a school, which indicates that major upgrades would be  recommended for its continued use AS A SCHOOL.  The Mahlun assessment, however, DID NOT recommend demolition (a score of 0-35).

The good news is that minor changes WOULD NOT necessitate that the entire building be immediately brought up to code.  In fact, we would NEVER have to bring the building up to current new construction codes.  That's the beauty of rehabilitation!  The cost of heating a smaller building would be less. Plumbing costs for fewer restrooms would be less. We would not have to install an elevator immediately.  In fact, ANY upgrades to a smaller facility would cost less.

The question of the hour then is, "how much money would it take?"  We will have that answer as soon as the school district allows us access to the building to do a more specific study to meet OUR needs; we can than begin to prepare a business plan to raise the necessary funds.
