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Dedicated to saving Hillsboro’s classic old school building,

and to utilizing it for the benefit of our community.

March 2009 Newsletter
Destruction Has Begun

Demolition of the Industrial Arts building was completed in the last few weeks.  It is our understanding that this was necessary to allow widening of Jackson Street, but it was still quite a jolt to see the building being destroyed.  If Jackson Street will be widened in the near future, then the main entrance to the gymnasiums must also be eliminated.  While FOTOS is not asking that the gymnasiums be saved, they are still a treasure, and it will be sad to see them go.  In a Hillsboro Argus article it was stated that destruction of all the remaining buildings will begin in July.  
Changes in the Hillsboro School Board
Superintendent Jeremy Lyon is leaving his position in April, and Mike Scott has been named interim superintendent.  He was previously in charge of the district’s Human Resources Department, and is a past principal of Poynter Middle School.  We are hopeful that Mr. Scott will be more receptive to our concerns.

School board elections will be held in May, for four of the seven positions.  The terms of Carolyn Ortman, Patti McLeod, Lisa Poehlitz and Rebecca Lantz all expire this year.  The position currently held by Lisa Poehlitz has two opponents, and Rebecca Lantz has one opponent so far.
While FOTOS as a group will not endorse any candidates for the school board positions, as individual citizens we will take into account whether the candidates are willing to open up a dialog between FOTOS, the City of Hillsboro and the school board regarding the destruction of the JB Thomas campus.
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Oak leaves detail at the main entrance to the Old School

FOTOS Continues to Address the School Board
Here is a transcript of Gayle Hughes’ address to the school board at their February 26th meeting:
“Good evening!
I appreciate your attention this evening.  
My name, for the record, is Gayle Hughes; I am the current president of FOTOS, Friends of the Old School.  Our goal is to turn a part of J.B. Thomas Middle School into a community arts center.
And, for the record, we at FOTOS are also working toward "what's best for children."
To wit:  My credentials include the following:
    1- I served a three-year term on the Hillsboro Elementary District curriculum committee.
    2- I co-chaired a campaign to pass an operating levy (for the high school district), which passed, in the days when the 6% limitation was in effect.
    3- I served on the J.B Thomas and Hillsboro High School parent advisory teams.
    4- I canvassed door to door on behalf of the 2006 construction bond.
    5-I am on the regional fundraising committee for the Right Brain Initiative, which is currently bringing arts into four of your elementary schools.
    6- I was responsible for requesting $10,000 from the Hillsboro Arts and Culture Council toward support of the Right Brain Initiative in our community.
    7- I, along with Patti McLeod and 5,000 others stood up for our children last week in Salem.
 

This evening I have included in a packet for your perusal:
    1- Copies of our January and February newsletters
    2- Our brochure
    3- A piece from the internet about the renovation of an old school into a community art center ().
 

When you review the piece, you will note:
    1- Although built in 1924, the building had been unused for a period of time
    2- Renovation took place in three phases.
    3- Initially, some classrooms were renovated to provide office space for non-profits.
    4- The performance hall was not renovated until phase III.
 

Children will benefit from this rehabilitation.
A soccer field can go in the spot where the gymnasiums now stand.
Children can benefit from art, music, and dance classes in our community center.
School classes can be bussed to performances in our community, rather than be bussed into Portland. 
Please understand that we at FOTOS wish to sit down with you and other leaders in our community to discuss possibilities
.
We are not Johnny-come-latelys to this endeavor.  We have been attempting to work with the District since the spring of 2006, and have the documentation to prove it.
Whether I want it or FOTOS wants it, saving this building is the right thing to do.
If the building is destroyed, our community will be the poorer for it. 
Thank you for your time.”
If you would like to speak at a school board meeting, to present your own thoughts, please see the information at http://www.hsd.k12.or.us/  The next meeting will be April 28th.
The Jefferson Center
 

The story of the Jefferson Center in Roanoke, Virginia is the story of a community coming together and finding a way to make "a silk purse from a sow's ear."
 

Jefferson High School opened in 1924 and graduated its last class in 1974.  From 1974 until 1979 the building held offices.  From 1979 until 1992 it was unoccupied and deteriorated badly, home only to pigeons.  In 1992 rehabilitation of the building began.
 

The process was started in 1985 when the Roanoke City Council appointed a citizens committee to determine possible uses for the building.  It was decided that the building would become a center to house non-profit organizations involving the arts, education, and social services.
 

A non-profit foundation was formed, and a public-private partnership was established with the City of Roanoke.  Rehabilitation was completed in three phases.  After completion of Phase I in 1993, the Jefferson Center opened to the public.  Phase III was completed in 2001.
 

More information on the Jefferson Center can be found at   www.jeffcenter.org
 
There are several similarities between the Jefferson Center and The Old School in our community.

· The populations of Roanoke and Hillsboro are similar

· The age of the schools is about the same (JB Thomas was built in 1928)

· Hillsboro does not have a community center at present.

· Most striking to us is that the Roanoke old school is used in exactly the same way that FOTOS envisions for the JB Thomas building.
FOTOS Membership

You’re invited to become a member of FOTOS.  The suggested donation is just $10, although more is always welcome, and less will be gladly accepted!  Your donation can defray the cost of printing and mailing this newsletter, help fund our application for 501(c)(3) non-profit status, and more.  You’ll be kept up to date on FOTOS activities and progress, and get information on what you can do to help the cause. To join FOTOS, send your membership donation in the form of cash or a check made payable to FOTOS, along with your contact information, to Kay Demlow.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Where to send your letters to the editors:
Hillsboro Argus

People's Forum

P.O. Box 588

Hillsboro, OR  97123

Fax 503-648-9191

Email NewsClerk@HillsboroArgus.com 

The Oregonian
The Oregonian/Washington County Weekly
1675 SW Marlow Avenue
 Suite 325
Portland, OR 97225

Email west@news.oregonian.com
Hillsboro School Board Members
Carolyn Ortman

ortmanc@hsd.k12.or.us
Patti McLeod

mccleodp@hsd.k12.or.us
Lisa Poehlitz

poehlitzl@hsd.k.12.or.us
Hugh O’Donnell

odonnellh@hsd.k12.or.us
Beth Graser

graserb@hsd.12.or.us
Rebecca Lantz

lantzr@hsd.k12.or.us
John Peterson

petersonj@hsd.k.12.or.us
FOTOS Board Members

President
Gayle Hughes
503 648-9098


tomandgayle@verizon.net
Vice President
Kay Demlow
503 640-6936


kay.demlow@verizon.net
Secretary
Jeanette Noble
503-259-2130


jandg@easystreet.net
Treasurer
Carol Berget
  503 648-5564


CBerget@msn.com
Public Relations
Donna Loveland    503 640-2622


donnalovelend@hotmail.com
Board Members at Large:


Tom Hughes


Desari Stradar
Friends of the Old School   337 NW 2nd Ave.  Hillsboro, OR  97124
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1938 photo of the Old School courtesy of the Washington County Museum

