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Recent Activities Keep the Discussion Alive

On Monday night, July 14, Hillsboro’s CPO 9 held their regular monthly meeting to discuss local issues. FOTOS was on the agenda; Kay Demlow spoke for 15 minutes about our current situation and our request to the school board, and then answered questions from the citizens in the meeting. One man wasn’t sure the building should be saved at all. Most others were supportive of historic preservation and reuse of the building. One woman spoke very clearly about her concerns: if the school were to be used for a youth hostel or for social services, she would be opposed. But, if it became a community arts center that neighbors would be encouraged and invited to use, then she would be completely behind it.

On Tuesday morning, Kay Demlow had an informal meeting with Nicole Kaufmann, Community Relations Director for the Hillsboro School District. After many questions and much discussion, Kaufmann seemed to understand the vision of a lively community center, open to the public and preserving some, if not all of the historic building. She understood that the details of ownership, financing and specific uses could not be decided until after a feasibility study is completed. She agreed to forward the results of the meeting to Superintendent Lyon. She also advised FOTOS that if this issue become a public controversy, the school board is very likely to shut down all communication on the issue. She suggested instead that we continue to use regular lines of communication to the School Board, including speaking during the public discussion time at their regular monthly meetings.

On Tuesday evening, there was a public meeting at the new Lincoln School, just east of the Thomas property. This meeting was required by City zoning law in preparation for a Planning and Zoning Hearings Board approval of the District’s plan for the Thomas property. Notification was mailed to property owners within 500 feet of the property, but others found out about the meeting through the neighborhood networks. There were approximately 35 people attending.  The speakers were Mimi Ducas of WRG Design, the architects for school district projects, and Rick Ramone of Cornerstone, the consulting firm representing the District in their land use processes. The plan they presented showed the entire western section of the property fenced and without trees. The plan is to completely remove the school, the trees, and all traces of the historic site, and to leave open grassy fields which would be available to sports activities, through special arrangement with the Lincoln facilities staff. Comments from the citizens ranged from concern for security at night, to parking congestion, to environmental issues with a “desert of grass” which would rule out any natural space for habitat or learning opportunities, to the obvious objections about the loss of the historic Old School. The consultants told us that issues relating to the appearance or layout of the fields could be addressed through them and at the PZHB hearing, which will occur in about a month or two. But issues with the actual decision to remove the old building and create open space should be taken to the School Board.
We Need Your Help with the Petition

During the summer, Carol Berget, Gayle Hughes, Doug Sellers and Kay Demlow have been gathering signatures for the FOTOS petition. So far, we have collected hundreds of signatures from people who would like to see The Old School saved. But we need thousands! If you can fill up a page or two of our petition with signatures from friends, neighbors and family members, please let us know at kay.demlow@verizon.net. If you are willing to spend an hour or two gathering signatures at a Farmers’ Market, reunion or other public gathering this summer, even better! We will appreciate your help.
Let’s Get Organized

Until now, FOTOS has been a loosely organized group of people who care deeply about saving The Old School, the former Hillsboro High School Building. Our goals are to (1) persuade the School Board to save the building; (2) raise the money to rehab it and make it ready for community use; and (3) help to operate the new Community Center and fill it with great activities. 

Now it’s time to organize and create a structure. We are looking for people willing to serve as Board Members, officers, and committee chair people. If you have a bit of time to contribute and especially if you have some experience with non-profit organizations, we would like to talk to you. Please contact us through kay.demlow@verizon.net.

Brochures Available Soon

Graphic Artist Carol Berget has designed a brochure for FOTOS so we can share our story with more people. She is printing an initial run of 250 for us to use at the Hillsboro Saturday Farmers’ Market. We would like to print more brochures and reach out to groups through house parties, public talks, and other venues, but we will need more money to print a larger run. Your donation will help. You can mail it to us at 337 NE 2nd Avenue, Hillsboro, OR 97124. Thanks.

Plan Now to Tour “The Old School” on August 10
Plan now to take another look at the inside of J.B. Thomas School. On Sunday, August 10 there will be a reunion of the HilHi “old grads” at a picnic at Shute Park at noon. This is for those who attended and or graduated from Hillsboro High School at least 50 years ago, 1958 and all years before. 

After the picnic there will be a tour at The Old School. It is open to anyone, anytime from 2:30 to 4:30.  The tours are self guided; and there will be information tables and FOTOS representatives there. Admission is free. The Class of 1954 is sponsoring the cost of the tour. 


