Friends of the Old School

FOTOS
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Dedicated to saving Hillsboro’s classic old school building,
and to utilizing it for the benefit of our community.
January 2009 Newsletter
Hello once again to our friends and supporters! We wish you a Happy New Year as we join together to save the best parts of the Old School for the Hillsboro community. As most of you are aware, we hope to save the original main building, consisting of the auditorium, cafeteria, library, and about 20 classrooms.
Our Efforts During the Past Year
In 2008, FOTOS members and supporters…
· Spoke to Dr. Jeremy Lyon, Hillsboro schools superintendent, and other school district representatives at a Listening Post in May
· Spoke to the School Board at their monthly meetings in June, July, August, September, October and November
· Wrote or inspired 9 letters to the Editor of the Hillsboro Argus in favor of preserving the J.B. Thomas building
· Saw two op-ed pieces written by Walter V. McKinney and Eugene Zurbrugg in support of preservation
· Published two newsletters that were sent to approximately 700 FOTOS supporters
· Gathered approximately 1000 petition signatures at Farmers’ Markets, downtown businesses and other venues
· Formed a board of directors and began the process of incorporating as a non-profit organization
· Spoke to the City Council at their December 2nd meeting.
FOTOS and the Hillsboro School Board
The more we do research and talk with members of the community the more convinced we become that many citizens were not fully aware that by voting for the bond to build Lincoln Elementary they were also voting for JB Thomas, the Old School, to be torn down.

· The voters' pamphlet did not say this.

· No public hearing on tearing down JB Thomas was held. 
· The School District hand-picked a small group of folks to be a "focus group" to listen to the bond proposals.
· The District hand-picked a "Bond Oversight Committee."
· At the first opportunity, in January 2007, the Board voted 5-2 to tear the entire building down.
 This did not constitute collaboration for the good of the community!
 
FOTOS continues to ask for a little time and an opportunity to assess the costs -- and savings -- Hillsboro would see if the beautiful, historic, and beneficial part of The Old School were allowed to stand.  But the Hillsboro School Board continues to adamantly defend their decision to demolish the school.  We are confused and disappointed at the culture of the Board and its administration, and we are frustrated by the reasons given by the Board for demolishing the buildings, which are:
· Ball fields are needed on the property.  Our view is that we shouldn’t destroy a historic landmark to build ball fields, and that the land now occupied by the gymnasiums and music building will open up a sizable portion of the acreage for ball parks.
· Schools should have 9 - 10 acres of land.  Actually there are several schools in the Hillsboro district that have 4 or 5 acres, and were planned that way.

· The cost of maintaining the buildings is too high for anyone to take on.  


If only the original main building were saved, it would be much, much less expensive to 
maintain than the whole campus.
The Friends of the Old School has continued to take the high road.  We have always hoped that, with our friends in the community, we would be able to persuade the Board to reconsider their position. 
 
Our ultimate goal is to save the school.  To this end we will continue to speak and write on the subject, and to work with any other individuals or organizations that may be able to help us find a middle ground with the Hillsboro School District.  We ask your help in sharing this message with your friends, neighbors, and fellow Hilhi graduates.

With only 5 months to possible demolition, we hope you’ll be inspired to express your views in a letter to the editor of the Hillsboro Argus, or speak at a school board meeting, or to write to the school board.
School Board meetings are held monthly at 3083 NE 49th Place.  The next meeting is January 27th.  You may contact them through the Board Secretary, Marva Wiebe, at 503-844-1500 or wiebem@hsd.k12.or.us.

Letters to the editor of the Argus can be emailed to NewsClerk@HillsboroArgus.com or mailed to Hillsboro Argus, Peoples Forum  PO Box 588, Hillsboro Or 97123
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1938 photo of the old school courtesy of the Washington County Museum.  ‘Enter to Learn’ photo by Carol Berget.
Who Are the Hillsboro School Board?

The Hillsboro School Board is a governmental body of seven elected officials.  If you write to your Hillsboro School Board members, please remember that the 2006 board made the decision to demolish the Thomas building before they knew the extent of community sentiment.  They made the decision based on the belief that they had only two choices: bring the building up to state-of-the-art school standards, or demolish it.  We hope to offer them another alternative.  Let your communications be respectful, but please share your feelings about the building and its future.
Carolyn Ortman has served on the HSD since 1997.  Professionally she works as an association manager; her current term ends in 2009.  Patti McLeod has served on the HSD since 2005.  She is self-employed in the health information management field; her term ends in 2009.  Lisa Poehlitz is a volunteer for 4-H and Girl Scouts; she has been a member since 2007, with her term expiring in 2009.  Hugh O’Donnell has served on the School Board since 2003.  He is a retired teacher; his current term will end in 2011.  Beth Graser is a recent addition to the HSD; elected in 2007, her term will expire in 2011.  She is a public relations representative professionally.  HSD member Rebecca Lantz is a school and PTO volunteer who has served on the HSD since 2005; her term expires in 2009.  John Peterson, a local attorney providing legal counsel for non-profit corporations, has served on the School Board since 2003. His term ends in 2011.
An Old School Success Story: Multnomah Arts Center, Portland

Friends of the Old School want to see the historic J.B. Thomas building preserved for many reasons.  But we don’t expect to see it sit as an empty shell, a memorial to days gone by.  We have asked the Hillsboro School District to allow it to be re-used as a community center, continuing to serve former students and other Hillsboro residents for many years to come.  We have looked for examples of other school buildings that have been adapted to new uses, for some idea of how this building could be funded and operated.

The Multnomah Arts Center, at 7688 SW Capitol Highway in Portland, is an example of an adaptive re-use of a public school building that has benefitted the community while preserving a historic structure.  The structure, originally built in 1919, is now owned and operated by Portland Parks and Recreation.  More than 150 arts-related classes are offered in the building.  The building houses an art gallery and an auditorium which is the setting for live theatre performances.  In addition, eleven non-profit organizations are ongoing tenants, renting space in the building for their offices.   The classrooms and performance spaces are also rented out to private groups on a short-term basis for special events.

The school building has not been restored to modern standards.  It will someday need a new heating system and would benefit from upgrades to the windows for energy efficiency.  It has not yet had upgrades to modern seismic standards.  However, the building is up to building codes; it is inspected often.  It has internet access for all the tenants.  There is a wheelchair-accessible exterior entrance and a wheelchair ramp and lift in the auditorium. 

This building meets the needs of its local community, especially since there are no other facilities like it nearby.  It offers one of the largest weaving facilities west of the Mississippi, with over 60 looms available.  There is an excellent ceramics work area as well.  Outdoors, the former school playground and basketball courts are still there, available for Parks and Recreation programs or general use.

The former school building has been in use as an arts center since 1982.  The City of Portland is responsible for its upkeep and maintenance.  There are several staff members in the building, both full- and part-time.  Income from class fees, rentals and the long-term tenants covers the costs of operating the center.   We can look to the Multnomah Arts Center as an example of how the J.B. Thomas building can be saved and put to a new use for our community.
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