Friends of the Old School

FOTOS
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Dedicated to saving Hillsboro’s classic old school building,

and to utilizing it for the benefit of our community.
February 2009 Newsletter
Jeremy Lyon’s Departure from the Hillsboro School Board

May Open Dialog about The Old School – Share Your Views Now!
The Hillsboro School Board (HSB) has announced that Superintendent Jeremy Lyon is leaving in April. The District has selected Mike Scott of as Interim Superintendent.  Mr. Scott has led the District's Human Resources Department and has served as principal of JW Poynter Middle School.  With an urgent need to find Dr. Lyon’s replacement and school board elections coming in May, the HSB may have to put some of its plans on hold. It’s possible that the new superintendent will want to re-examine district priorities in the light of economic conditions.
We at FOTOS see this change as a timely chance to start the dialog we’ve been seeking for months.  FOTOS was created out of the conviction that saving the best parts of the JB Thomas building makes great financial and educational sense for the Hillsboro community. It’s not too late for the HSB to make the smart decision to repurpose The Old School.
Right now is the time for all of us to act.  What can you do? 

Write to the School Board and tell them why saving The Old School is the right thing to do. 

Send a letter to



Hillsboro School District


3083 NE 49th Place


Hillsboro, OR  97124-6009
 or send an email via the District’s form at

http://www.hsd.k12.or.us/resources/forms/contactform.asp.

In the Subject/Dept. menu, select School Board.

Attend a School Board Meeting. Listen. Speak out. Share your views with other concerned members of our community.  
Regular meetings take place in the Administration Center Board Room at 3083 NE 49th Place, Hillsboro at 7:30 p.m. If you wish to speak to the board, arrive a little early to fill out the necessary form.  Agendas are posted on the HSB site at http://www.hsd.k12.or.us/district/maps.asp Friday afternoons prior to the meetings. To request copies, call the District Office at 503-844-1500. Upcoming meetings are scheduled for:



Tuesday, February 24 


Tuesday, March 17 


Tuesday, April 28
Tuesday, May 26 

Tuesday, June 9

Talk to your friends and neighbors – spread the word. 
If you have convictions about preserving The Old School (and we know you do!), tell everyone you know. Together we can make a difference!
Write letters to the editors of the Argus and Oregonian.

Hillsboro Argus
People's Forum

P.O. Box 588

Hillsboro, OR  97123

Or fax to 503-648-9191

Or email to NewsClerk@HillsboroArgus.com 
Letters must be original, 250 words or less, and include address and daytime phone number.

The Oregonian

1320 S.W. Broadway

Portland, OR  97201

Or fax to 503-294-4193

Or email to letters@news.oregonian.com.

Limit letters to 150 words; include full address and daytime phone number.

Sign the FOTOS petition.
Over 1,000 people have signed a petition asking the School Board to allow us or the City to conduct a feasibility study. If you or someone you know would like to sign, or if you’d like to help collect signatures, contact any FOTOS board member.  (Contacts listed at the end of the newsletter).
Pay careful attention to the candidates for the School Board elections. You’ll get to vote your convictions in May.

City of Hillsboro Background Report

on JB Thomas Middle School, April 2007

(Condensed version.  Items in italics are FOTOS comments)

The arts have a demonstrated capacity to promote community vitality.  They provide a place for people to gather, and to explore their own creative potential.  They also can play a distinct role in the City's economic vitality.  As Hillsboro seeks to attract firms in the knowledge-based economy, and with heavy competition for skilled workers, it has become more important for cities to become attractive places.  The arts, along with good schools and a healthy environment, are among the factors that make cities competitive in the global economy.
JB Thomas Middle School-originally Union High School, constructed in 1928-may offer a very rare opportunity to join Hillsboro's growing constellation of arts facilities and serve as a regionally significant arts campus. The original building is particularly noteworthy for its approximately 1000 seat auditorium which is reported to have unusually good acoustics, as well as an ample-sized stage which could accommodate both musical and theatrical performances.  There is currently no performance facility anywhere close to this auditorium in all of Washington County, and it therefore has the potential to become one of the Portland region's premier performance halls.  Another distinctive space is the second level library, which holds some nice architectural features.

The City and community leaders and other citizens have identified a number of possibilities which the complex holds.  Below is a laundry list of ideas which have been put forth.  This is not an exhaustive list; nor is it likely that all of these ideas are practical.

      

  *Artists' Studios
        *Cooperative Gallery 
        *Performance space for music, dance, theater, 
children's theater, lectures, etc.
        *Dance Studio-ballet, modern, folkloric
        *Rehearsal Space-for music, dance, and 
theater.
        *Private lessons
        *Summer Arts/Music camp
        *Artists/Music Workshops
        *Artist-in-Residence programs
        *Branch Library-perhaps with an arts/creative 
focus?
        *Art/Music Classes-for adults, youth, and 
children
        *Offices and meeting space for arts 
organizations
        *Offices for other Community-serving non-
profits
        *Athletic activities in the space left when the 
outbuildings are torn down.
        *Recording Studio
        *Media Studio (film, television)
        *Catering kitchen
        *Artists' housing-perhaps as a co-op.
        *Market rate condominiums
 

It will be important in the preliminary programming of the buildings to work co-operatively with the managers of other arts venues in the area to make sure that these various facilities complement each other, rather then compete.  These venues include the Walters Cultural Arts Center, HART, and the Venetian Theater, as well as the Sequoia Gallery.
Additionally it will probably be necessary that any rehabilitation effort be staged in phases, since rehabilitation of the entire building may be too costly to be completed at one time, depending upon what is done.

Concerns expressed by the School District
 
*Proximity of a large event venue near an elementary school
          
(Events could be held when classes are not in session.)
        
*Loss of playing fields in partnership with Hillsboro Park and Rec
            
(A soccer field could be included in the plan; demolition of Peter Boscow allowed 




additional playing fields.)
        
*Types of activities that would be offered at the building
           
 (A board made up of community members could address this.)
       
 *Liability issues associated with District land ownership
            
(FOTOS would like the community to own the land/building.)
       
 *Extraordinary expense to maintain the building
            
(Maintenance of only the main building would be much less expensive.)
       
 *Lack of parking
            
(Parking was sufficient for a 1,200 student high school; demolition of the shop building 




will allow more parking space; the venue is close to light rail.)

*Concern about the use of taxpayer dollars spent on the project that is so formidable.
            
 (Funding would come from private sources.)


*Artists near an elementary school



(What a ridiculous concern!)
Friends of the Old School endorse an ownership plan wherein the City acquires the property, cooperates in the formation of a non-profit, and then leases the building to the non-profit which would administer the building.

The School District is adamantly opposed to anything but tearing down the whole complex.  They have refused to speak with the City or the Friends of the Old School (FOTOS) regarding possible steps which might be taken.
For additional information, or a copy of the entire Background Report, contact FOTOS or the City of Hillsboro Economic Development Manager John Southgate.
Become a member of FOTOS!
FOTOS has officially become a membership organization. Now that we can enroll members, we know you’d love to become one. The suggested donation for membership in FOTOS is just $10. (More is always welcome, and less will be gladly accepted!) Your donation can defray the cost of printing and mailing this newsletter, help fund our application for 501(c)(3) non-profit status, and more. In coming weeks we’ll bring you the latest on FOTOS activities and progress, and tell you what you can do to help the cause. To join FOTOS, send your membership donation in the form of cash or a check made payable to FOTOS along with your contact information to Kay Demlow.  We look forward to hearing from you.
FOTOS Board Members

President
Gayle Hughes
503 648-9098


tomandgayle@verizon.net

Vice President
Kay Demlow

503 640-6936


kay.demlow@verizon.net

Secretary
Jeanette Noble
503-259-2130

jandg@easystreet.net
Treasurer
Carol Berget

503 648-5564


CBerget@msn.com

Public Relations
Donna Loveland
503 640-2622

donnalovelend@hotmail.com
Board Members at Large:


Tom Hughes


Desari Stradar
Friends of the Old School   337 NW 2nd Ave.  Hillsboro, OR  97124   email: kay.demlow@verizon.net
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1938 photo of the Old School courtesy of the Washington County Museum

