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Dedicated to saving Hillsboro’s classic old school building,

and to utilizing it for the benefit of our community.

April 2009 Newsletter

Help the Old School Get Positive Media Coverage
The Hillsboro Argus is running a series called “Thomas Middle School – Do we Keep It or Can It.” They are inviting our thoughts and our votes whether the Old School should be saved or destroyed.  They will be keeping a tally of the votes and reporting it in every Friday edition until May 15th.  They will also print selected letters from voters who want to express their thoughts.  You can just vote, or you can vote and also send your comments, up to 200 words.  Email your submission to stutzman@hillsboroargus.com , or go to http://blog.oregonlive.com/hillsboroargus/2009/04/thomas_middle school keep_it_o.html   If you want your comments to be printed in the Argus you need to sign your name at the end.  There’s been a lot of activity on the website blog lately, and it makes for very interesting reading.
The first vote tally, on April 10th was 19 to Keep It and 10 to Can It.  It’s certain that the school board will respond by soliciting their friends and families to vote “Can It”, but if everyone who gets this newsletter will vote to “Keep It”, what a great impact we would have to keep the demolition at bay!
The Oregonian’s Washington County Weekly is also asking for memories of the Old School.  This is separate from the Argus poll.  They will be publishing the memories sometime in the spring issues.   You can send an email to west@news.oregonian.com or send a letter to The Oregonian, West Metro, 1675 S.W. Marlow Ave., Suite 325, Portland, OR 97225
FOTOS Activities

FOTOS has been busy in the past month, working to expand awareness of the issues. Here’s a recap.
· Tom Hughes wrote an Opinion article for the Argus, which was published March 20th.
(In response, two school board members wrote letters to the editor, with their usual weak argument that we need playing fields.)
· Gayle Hughes was interviewed on KUIK regarding FOTOS and our efforts.  She suggested  listeners write a letters to the editor and contact individual school board members.

· Tom Hughes testified before the Hillsboro School board March 17

· Gayle Hughes testified before the Hillsboro City Council, also on March 17

· Gayle Hughes sent a certified letter to Carolyn Ortman requesting a meeting with FOTOS and the City of Hillsboro.   The letter was dated March 24, 2009 and went to Carolyn at the District Office.  She has received no response from Ms. Ortman.
· Doug Sellers, FOTOS member, and president of the Hillsboro’s Downtown Businesses Association, spoke to the City Council on April 10th.  This was covered on the front page of the Argus, which reported that the City Council’s hands are tied; there’s nothing that the city can do to prevent the destruction.
Unfortunately none of these courageous acts have yielded any positive results.  It all boils down to the fact that 5 people have the power to destroy our Old School.  (There are 7 school board members, only 2 of whom oppose the demolition.)

Rebuttal to John Peterson Article
By Gail Hughes

We at FOTOS would like to correct some misinformation/misunderstandings with regard to John Peterson's recent opinion article in the Argus. 

We agree with Mr. Peterson that Hillsboro is a wonderful place to live and raise children.  Again, we agree that Thomas is no longer viable as a middle school due to its high maintenance costs, its failure to meet current ADA standards, and because the population it serves live in South Hillsboro.
However, since the feasibility study conducted in September, 2006, by Mahlum Architects for the District did not recommend destruction of the complex, we believe there can be other uses for a portion of the Thomas, including the following:
     *Use as a community arts center. Hillsboro, a city of 90,000, does not have one.  How much would it cost to build one from scratch?
    *Since the building is close to light rail, it would be ideal for much-needed office space for non-profits, meeting space for organizations, as well as provide much needed rehearsal space for the performing art groups in our community.
Mr. Peterson states that the four high school auditoriums are there for use by the students for drama and music productions and rehearsals. However, they are unavailable in summer, and the capacity of the largest high school auditorium is only about 60% of Thomas’ 1,250 seats.
While the Thomas building is old, it is not "sick."  Mr. Peterson is uninformed again.  He insists on saying that taxpayer funds in the "tens of millions of dollars" would be used to restore the school.  Since the Mahlum group suggested twenty-two million dollars to restore the entire complex  to current school standards, and rehab of only a portion of the main building over several years would cost much less, we must conclude that either Mr. Peterson is either uninformed or else he wants us to believe something else.
There has been no talk of "taxpayer funds" being used:  there has been no talk of other possible uses at all, which is our point!  Any comments by the school board have been Mr. Peterson's "I wanted to raze Thomas from the beginning," or Ms. Ortman's "it's for the children," at the joint school board-Hillsboro City Council work session held in November of 2008 (finally) in which forty-five minutes was given to the subject with no public input allowed.  Therefore, we must assume that Mr. Peterson is either uninformed or intentionally misleading.  We at FOTOS would like to sit down with the City and School Board to talk about private funding, not taxpayer funding.
Mr. Peterson tells us that the school board decision was made in "public meetings pursuant to published agendas."  Mr. Peterson perhaps forgets that many of the "work sessions" conducted before the regular meetings are held in a back room which is too small for all those from the public sector to be included.  In addition, no public hearing where the general public was allowed to provide input was ever held regarding, specifically, the razing of the Thomas complex. 
The "public" hearing at the new Lincoln Street school to gather input on what to do with the Thomas property after the buildings were razed was "public" in name only.  Official notice went to those property owners within 300 feet of the school.  When queried, Jeremy Lyon said that was "all that the law required." Neither school board members nor senior administrators were in attendance to answer questions. FOTOS was there, and took notes.  High School Board member Hugh O'Donnell's sister Cynthia O'Donnell was also there, and heard the same thing FOTOS did:  the property is to be a grass field, surrounded by a black chain link fence, and that the district would not stripe the field, rather allow red cones as necessary.  Folks at the meeting were told the field would be locked unless "rented" by responsible parties, to avoid vandalism.
 
Mr. Peterson professes to be interested in the "taxpayer's wallets"; yet he insists on spending $5,000,000 in taxpayer's money to tear down the entire complex and build playing fields.  FOTOS wonders if the money saved could be used to upgrade or repair another school building.
And, finally, Mr. Peterson asks the taxpayers if they want to see a "deteriorating old building surrounded by a cyclone fence."  Why is he painting this grim picture?  Why can't he stand up and say to the taxpayer, "I will reconsider my decision, or at least sit down at the table to discuss possibilities."  Does he believe the taxpayers will think less of him if he changes his mind and a portion of the Old School is saved and used for the public good?
FOTOS believes the Thomas/Old School situation is a symptom of some of the HSD board member's disengagement with the community of Hillsboro.
FOTOS Membership

We’re now a membership organization and you’re invited to join.   We suggest a donation of $10, but we’ll happily accept more or less.  Send your check to Friends of the Old School, 337 NW 2nd Ave, Hillsboro, OR 97124.  Many thanks to the folks who have recently joined.
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1938 photo of the Old School courtesy of the Washington County Museum
	This Place Matters.
	Join us on Saturday, May 2 at 10:00 a.m.
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	The National Trust for Historic Preservation has launched a campaign to help people call attention to the special places in their community before they are lost. Called “This Place Matters,” it’s an online program to protect, enhance, and enjoy the places that matter to all of us.  And FOTOS is joining in!

Here’s how it works.

We gather on the sidewalk in front of The Old School on Lincoln Street.

	Join FOTOS and the 
National Trust for
Historic Preservation 
and put The Old School on the map of great American places 
to honor and protect.
See more about This Place Matters at http://www.preservationnation.org/take-action/this-place-matters/
www.PreservationNation.org
1938 photo courtesy of the

Washington County museum
	

	
	We hold a sign that says “THIS PLACE MATTERS” and take a picture.

FOTOS loads the photo in the Trust’s slideshow and plants a pin on their map.
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	We join communities across the U.S. who are working to preserve their local history.

Bring your family and friends, and wear a smile!

	
	Gather on the public sidewalk in front of JB Thomas School, Lincoln Street entrance.


